
All good things come to an end, and Professor Robert O’Brien’s 
tenure as the Chair of the Department of Political Science 
concluded this summer. Robert’s leadership has turned the 
Department into a stronger and vibrant teaching and research 
unit, and resulted in a number of initiatives that we intend to take 
forward. We need to set new benchmarks while consolidating the 
progress made over the past years. 

The Newsletter serves as a window for internal and external 
stakeholders and other people who are interested in our work. It informs the readers 
of the accomplishments of faculty, students and staff in the Department of Political 
Science, recent events, and potential areas of development.   

On behalf of the department, I welcome Dr. Alex Gourevitch and Dr. Netina Tan 
who are joining us. They will further strengthen our expertise in political theory and 
comparative politics. With the visit of Fulbright Fellows, accommodation of visiting 
scholars and acceptance of Post-Doctoral Fellows, our Department will continue to 
thrive with intellectual exchanges that will benefit our students as well.

Let us have a productive, enjoyable and successful academic year.

Ahmed Shafiqul Huque
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n  New chAir

July 1st marked the Department’s transition to a  
new chair. professor robert o’Brien finished his 
5 year term and handed over responsibility to 
professor shafiqul huque. Dr. huque is an expert  
in public administration of developing countries.  
he will now be able to apply his skills to 
administering the political science Department.   
We wish him the greatest of success!

n  iN this issue

n   Beier wins 3M teaching award  

n  porter becomes associate graduate Dean  

n  two new faculty join Department 

n   graduate student conference

n  DePArtmeNt DiscussioN DAy

 on april 30, 2012 political science faculty gathered at 
the University club to engage in a day of discussion 
(pictured at right).  in the morning they reviewed the 
undergraduate program considering the nature and 
scope of courses and teaching.  in the afternoon focus 
shifted to the graduate curriculum and phD research.  
at lunch the Department bid farewell to the outgoing 
chair, robert o’Brien.  in light of the extensive 
discussions we can expect continued innovation and 
teaching excellence in the upcoming years.



Focus on FAculty
n We are pleased  
to announce that  
Dr. Alexander Gourevitch 
joined our Department 
on 1 July 2012 as a 
tenure track Assistant 
Professor. After 
completing a BA at 
Harvard, Alex was 

awarded a PhD in Political Science from 
Columbia University in 2010. His dissertation, 
‘Servitude and Independence: Rethinking 
Liberty, Virtue and the Republican Tradition’, 
examines the way certain 19th century 
thinkers, especially in the American labour 
movement, attempted to overcome the 
paradox of slavery and freedom by thinking 
of independence as a condition of free 
labour. Alex served as a Harvard College 
Fellow, and a post doctoral fellow on the 
Political Theory Project at Brown University. 
Alex will teach graduate and undergraduate 
courses in political theory. 

 n We are also pleased 
to announce the 
appointment of  
Dr. Netina tan as a 
tenure track Assistant 
Professor beginning 
1 January 2013. 
Following a BA and 
MA at the National 

University of Singapore and an MA at 
the University of Regina, Netina was 
awarded a PhD in Political Science from 
the University of British Columbia in 
2010. Her dissertation, ‘Access to Power: 
Hegemonic Party Rule in Singapore 
and Taiwan’, examined the process of 

democratization in two Asian states. 
It won the Canadian Political Science 
Association’s Vincent Lemieux Prize for 
Best Dissertation Submitted in a Canadian 
University (2009-2010). Later, Netina held 
an SSHRC Postdoctoral Fellowship at the 
Asian Institute at the University of Toronto.

Dr. Tan will teach graduate and 
undergraduate courses in comparative 
politics. 

n On July 1 2012, 
Professor tony Porter 
took up the newly 
created position of 
Associate Dean of 
Graduate Studies and 
Research for the Faculty 
of Social Sciences. This 
position was previously 

occupied by a person who performed the 
same function for three Faculties (Social 
Sciences, Humanities and Business). By 
having a person dedicated to this role in 
Social Sciences, the Faculty will be able 
to provide better support to graduate 
students and researchers. Professor Porter 
is extremely well qualified for the position.
He is internationally known for his 
research on business regulation and  
global governance and has authored 
and co-authored several books on 
globalization and finance. Dr. Porter,  
a former Chair of the Department of 
Political Science, was actively involved in 
the Canadian Political Science Association’s 
positions papers on ethics in research and 
open source publishing, and has served 
on a number of SSHRC adjudication 
committees. n

n on January 26-27 2012 the 
Department of Political Science 
in conjunction with Canada 
Research Chair in Public Policy 
and Globalization, Institute on 
Globalization and the Human 
Condition, Global Health Program 
and Centre for Engineering and 
Public Policy hosted a Graduate 
Student conference on the theme 
of Internationalization of Public 
Policy. Titled Mapping the Global 
Dimensions of Policy: Investigating 
Theory, Practice and Challenges the 
conference attracted 24 graduate 
papers with authors from across 
Canada, the US, and Europe,  
and over 70 registrants. 

Four of Canada’s leading experts 
on public policy issues were featured 
as guest speakers: Grace Skogstad 
(University of Toronto) spoke 
on “Transnationalism and Policy 
Paradigms”; Daniel Beland (University 
of Saskatchewan) on “Ideas, Public 
Policies, and Transnational Actors”; 
Thadeus Hwong (York University) on 
“Money Can’t Buy You Happiness, but 
Taxation Can Give You a Chance”; and 
Phil Triadafilopoulos (University of 
Toronto) on “Becoming Multicultural”.

The conference organising 
committee included representatives 
from the Global Health Program and 
the Institute on Globalization and the 
Human Condition. Political Science 
members included Professors Katherine 
Boothe, Stephen McBride, and Ph.D. 
students Usma Qureshi, Andrea Rowe, 
Halina Sapeha, and Scott Smith.

Planning for the next conference, 
Mapping the Global Dimensions of  
Policy 2, to be held January 28-29, 
2013 is well underway. n

a. gouvrevitich

graduate student conference

netina tan

tony porter

n  Focus on teAchiNG

over the past year there has been much discussion in the province 
about encouraging a policy of ‘differentiation’ among ontario’s 
universities.  there are proposals that some universities should 
concentrate on undergraduate education while others spend 
relatively more time on research. at McMaster, and in the political 
science Department, there has been a long tradition of, and 
commitment to, faculty members combining teaching and research.

an excellent example of this tradition is Dr. Marshall Beier who was awarded a 2012 3M national 
teaching fellowship in recognition of his teaching excellence. Up to ten 3M fellowships are 
awarded each year to canada’s outstanding teacher–scholars. Beier’s distinctive contribution 
has been to integrate undergraduate students into research. he has done this by bringing a 
group of students together on a research project in international politics and arms control and 
then having their contributions published in a working paper.

Marshall Beier



Focus on uNDerGrADuAte ProGrAm
leadership in the Public service GreG FlyNN 

As part of its commitment to providing 
students with a unique and experiential 
based learning environment, the Department 
of Political Science is offering its Leadership 
in the Public Service course for a third 
year. Arising out of a partnership between 
the Canadian Federal Government and 
McMaster University, the Leadership in 
Public Service course provides students with 
an understanding of working and exercising 
leadership in a career within the broader 
public sector and the federal, provincial and 
municipal public services in particular.

Through both theoretical and practical 
education and exercises, students focus 
on learning and developing skills in 
the core competencies of leadership - 
strategic thinking, critical engagement, 
public service values and ethics, and 
management excellence. This course 
helps students interested in a career in 
government understand the distinctive public 
sector environments, in which they seek 
employment as well as enables them to make 
meaningful contributions at early stages in 
their public or private sector careers.

ontario legislature internship Program 
heNry JAcek

For 37 years, McMaster Political Science 
graduates have participated in the Ontario 
Legislature Internship Programme (OLIP). 
This ten month non-partisan, post-graduate 
Programme provides graduates with an 
opportunity to work with two members 
of the Ontario Legislative Assembly. 
Thus, the interns see Ontario political life 
from two sides, the Government and the 

Opposition. This Programme has a strong 
educational component, highlighted by 
over 100 meetings with important leaders 
in Ontario and other jurisdictions. The 
Programme begins in September each year 
with a deadline for applications at the end 
of each February. For application forms and 
information, please visit www.olipinterns.ca.          

the Practice of Politics: Active citizenship in 
modern democracy toDD AlwAy

Understanding the practice of politics in 
Canada requires careful study of the Courts, 
the Legislature, the Office of the Prime 
Minister, and even the many international 
treaties to which Canada is a signatory – 
after all, these institutions formulate the rules 
and regulations under which we all live.  

But where do we as citizens fit into this 
process? Does active citizenship entail no 
more than voting and watching? And if not, 
where can and does the opportunity for 
active politics present itself in the interim 
between elections?

The Department’s new course, Political 
Science 3PR3, will explore these questions 
by placing students inside of the political 
process as it happens. Students will be 
placed with one of a variety of local 
agencies that are advocating for some type 
of meaningful social and political change.  
These placements will offer students  an 
opportunity to reflect upon the processes 
by which ideas and interests from civil 
society are channelled into the formal arms 
of the political process, and examine the 
possibilities that exist for creating change. At 
the same time, the obstacles and roadblocks 
to achieving meaningful political voice will 

be considered. The experience will equip 
students with an increased sense of the power 
and possibilities of collective action that exist 
within modern liberal-democratic Canada.

rights and Justice  cAtheriNe Frost
The ability to make a sound and persuasive 

argument is one of the best skills an 
undergraduate can develop. That’s why Dr. 
Catherine Frost decided to convert her fourth 
year political theory course on “Rights and 
Justice” (POL SCI 4FF3) from the usual seminar 
format into a series of Oxford-style debates, 
that are led, moderated and judged by course 
participants as the McMaster Political Science 
Department Annual Debate Series. 

In a departure from the traditional 
research-paper format, students master 
the art of public speaking, and learn to 
address advanced ideas in engaging ways 
while advocating for a particular view of 
a controversial issue in public life – taking 
sides on issues like animal rights, the nature 
of freedom, the role of government, etc. 
Student teams present their case before their 
peers, who learn to evaluate arguments in a 
thorough way, as they watch the back-and-
forth of a high-spirited debate. 

Students also have the opportunity to reflect 
on how the debate unfolded and can revisit, 
with the help of the instructor, any ideas that 
need additional discussion. This ensures that 
students come away from the experience 
with a deep appreciation of the various sides 
of an issue as well as insights on how to find 
common ground among them. The best part 
about this new format, however, is that it 
brings a light-hearted approach to weighty 
issues, helps put students at ease, and builds 
camaraderie among debate teams. Dr. Frost 
is looking forward to another lively Debate 
series this year. n

n For the second year in a row, McMaster 
Political Science graduate students spent a 
day at Queen’s Park. The main purpose of 
the visit was to encourage graduate students 
to consider a career in the Ontario Public 
Service (OPS). At the same time, they received 

a unique insight into the workings of the 
Ontario Government and Legislative Assembly.

Also included in the McMaster Delegation on 
June 5th, 2012 were Professors Greg Flynn 
and Henry Jacek. Once again, the programme 
was arranged by Emma Stanley-Cochrane, M.A. 
in Political Science (McMaster University, 2008), 
now Information & Research Coordinator in 
The Cabinet Office and The Executive Council 
Office of Ontario. In a morning panel, advice 
and encouragement was provided by an alumni 
panel including Alexander Bishop (2008), Harry 
Malhi (2011) and Marianne Nikolic (1999).

Afterwards, the interns were introduced in 
The Legislative Assembly by Rob Leone, B.A. 
(2002) and Ph.D. (2009) in Political Science 

(McMaster University). The graduate students 
later had an informal discussion with Rob 
who is now the Member from Cambridge  
in the Legislative Assembly.

Another highlight of the day was a 
discussion session with the Secretary of 
The Cabinet and Head of The OPS, Peter 
Wallace. Secretary Wallace grew up in 
Dundas and is the son of a former Professor 
at McMaster University.

The day was rounded out with the 
delegation’s attendance at Question Period 
and a tour of the Main Legislative Building. 
All of the delegation learned a great deal  
and it is our hope and expectation that  
this enjoyable event will continue yearly. n

second annual Queen’s park Day 



Focus on PublicAtioNs
J. marshall beier
- J. Marshall Beier, ed., The Militarization 
of Childhood: Thinking Beyond the Global 
South, new York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011.

karen bird
- Karen Bird and Andrea rowe, 
“Women, Feminism and the Harper 
conservatives.” in Jim Farney and David 
rayside, eds., Conservatism in Canada, 
toronto: university of toronto Press. 2012.

- Karen Bird and Jessica Merolli, 
“Diversity and inclusion in the city of 
Hamilton. Municipal Policy-Making within 
Multilevel Governance Arrangements.” 
in caroline Andrew, John Biles, Myer 
Burstein, victoria M. esses and erin tolley, 
eds., Immigration, Integration and Inclusion 
in Ontario Cities, Montreal and Kingston: 
McGill-Queen’s university Press, 2012. 

- Karen Bird, “towards an integrated 
Perspective of Minority representation: 
views from canada,” Politics and 
Gender, Forthcoming, september 2012.

katherine boothe
- Katherine Boothe, “How the pace of 
change affects the scope of reform: 
pharmaceutical insurance in canada, 
Australia and the uK,” Journal of Health 
Politics, Policy and Law, 37,5, Forthcoming.

Peter Graefe
- carol-Anne Hudson and Peter Graefe, 
“the toronto origins of ontario’s 2008 
Poverty reduction strategy,” Canadian 
Review of Social Policy, pp. 56-66, 2011.

- Peter Graefe, “Québec Labour: Days 
of Glory or the same old story.” in s. 
ross and L. savage, eds., Rethinking 
the Politics of Labour in Canada, Halifax: 
Fernwood, 2012.

- Andrew Bourns and Peter Graefe. 
“‘implementing a national vision’:  
the romanow report’s three 
Federalisms.” in M. Behiels and F. 
rocher, eds., The State in Transition: 
Challenges for Canadian Federalism. 
ottawa: invenire Books, 2011.

shafiqul huque
- Habib Zafarullah and Ahmed shafiqul 
Huque, Managing Development in a 
Globalized World: Concepts, Processes, 
Institutions, London and new York: crc 
Press/taylor & Francis, 2012, pp. 493.

- Ahmed shafiqul Huque, “Diminishing 
capacity: Public Management reform 
in Developing countries,” Public 
Administration & Policy, volume 15, 
number 1, spring, pp. 63-82, 2012.

stephen mcbride
- stephen McBride, “the scope and 
Limits of a Public–Private Hybrid: 
Dispute settlement under nAFtA 
chapter 19,” New Political Economy, 
17,2, pp. 117-135, 2012.  

- stephen McBride and Heather 
Whiteside. “Austerity for Whom?” 
Socialist Studies, 7, 1/2, spring/Fall,  
pp. 42-64, 2011.

- stephen McBride and John shields, 
Industrial Strategies for Green Jobs: 
Opportunities and Obstacles in the Ontario 
Case, W3 WorkingPaper#2011-03, York 
university, 2011.

Peter Nyers
- Peter nyers and Kim rygiel, eds., 
Citizenship, Migrant Activism and 
the Politics of Movement, new York: 
routledge, 2012.

tony Porter
- tony Porter, “the Automobile and 
climate change: the embeddedness of 
Private regulation,” in Karsten ronit, 
ed., Private Voluntary Programs in Global 
Climate Policy: Pitfalls and Potentials, 
tokyo: unu Press, pp. 179-281, 2012.

- tony Porter, “transnational Policy 
Paradigm change and conflict in the 
Harmonization of vehicle safety and 
Accounting standards,” in Grace skogstad, 
ed., Internationalization and Policy Paradigm 
Change, toronto: university of toronto 
Press, pp. 64-90, 2011.

- tony Porter and veronica rubio-
vega, “Global Forum on transparency 
and exchange of information for tax 
Purposes,” in thomas n. Hale and David 
Held, eds., Handbook of Innovations in 
Transnational Governance, cambridge: 
Polity Press, pp. 61-6, 2011.

-tony Porter, “Public and Private 
Authority in the transnational response 

to the 2008 Financial crisis,” in special 
themed issue, John Mikler, ed., “sharing 
sovereignty for Policy outcomes,” Policy 
and Society, 30,3, pp. 175-84, 2011.

- tony Porter, “Making serious 
Measures: numerical indices, Peer 
review and transnational Actor 
networks,” in Journal of International 
Relations and Development, advance 
online publication 16 september 2011, 
doi: 10.1057/jird.2011.15.

richard stubbs
- Mark Beeson and richard stubbs, 
eds., Routledge Handbook of Asian 
Regionalism, London: routledge, 2012, 
pp. 488.

- richard stubbs, “the Developmental 
state and Asian regionalism,” in 
Mark Beeson and richard stubbs, 
eds., Routledge Handbook of Asian 
Regionalism, London: routledge, pp. 
90-99, 2012.

- richard stubbs, “competing rules of 
the Game in a Post-American World,” 
in sean clark and sabrina Hoque, eds., 
Debating a Post-American World: What 
Lies Ahead?, London: routledge, pp. 
216-220, 2012.

- Gregory chin and richard stubbs, 
“china, regional institution Building 
and the china-AseAn Free trade 
Area”, Review of International Political 
Economy, 18, 3, pp. 277-298, 2011.
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n  focUs on stuDeNt emPloymeNt

n   sherri brown was awarded a post-Doctoral fellowship at the University of 
california san francisco at the center for tobacco research control & policy.

n   heather Johnson accepted a position as lecturer, school of politics, 
international studies and philosophy at Queen`s University, Belfast.

n   Julie rorison  was appointed  a public administration intern in the  
city Manager’s office for the city of Burlington.

n  focUs on stuDeNt AwArDs

 michael Di Gregorio and Jessica merolli were awarded the Ontario 
Graduate Scholarship (OGS). Nicholas bernards, Philippe Frowd,  
scott smith and hubert rioux ouimet received the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) award. claudia milena 
Diaz rios and berkay Ayhan won the International Excellence Award.  
Philippe Frowd and Armagan teke were recipients of the Institute on 
Globalization and the Human Condition Research Scholarship.

n  focUs on retireD FAculty

Professor emerita Janet Ajzenstat was the co-recipient of the 
Seymour Martin Lipset Best Book Award in Canadian Politics 
published during 2005-2009. Janet’s book, titled “The Canadian 
Founding: John Locke and Parliament” (2007) was published by 
McGill-Queen’s University Press.

In the Commendation Statement, the Lipset Committee 
noted: “The Canadian Founding represents an intriguing blend 
of history, philosophy, and politics that informed the Canadian 
Founding. It takes aim at the myth that Canadian institutions are 
based on a tory sensibility, arguing instead that the original intent 
of the founders of the constitution had a very Lockean and liberal 
foundation. The implication of this, Ajzenstat argues, is that issues 
of culture and identity must be considered within a structure 
of impartiality, equality, deliberation, and the rule of law rather 
than considered as an alternative to it. This book confronts and 
challenges facile assumptions Canadians have of their history and 
political identity; it is primarily a philosophical discussion but has 
concrete implications for policy design.” 


